
ABSTRACT
The uniformitarian explanation for massive salt deposits has always been evaporation of seawater. But this requires many millions of cu-
bic kilometers of seawater to produce the volumes of salt we observe globally. In the past, creation scientists have struggled to develop an 
acceptable origin for these extensive salt deposits within a Flood model. Thus, the stratification of the Castile Formation is considered a 
showpiece for evolutionism and a Geologic Challenge to a Young Earth, as presented by Morton at the ICC in 1986. From a literature review, 
we conclude that no aspect of the Castile Formation has been adequately explained. And we present a Flood model involving molten igneous 
salt that turns it into a showpiece for young earth creationism.

We suggest that the mineralogy of the Permian Castile Formation may be the consequence of a salt-rich igneous intrusion during the Flood 
year. This injection of molten salt into newly-deposited Flood sediments may have created a “reef-like” semicircular shape, displacing the 
sediments as it rose. The molten igneous salt appears to have followed faults in the sedimentary layers, spreading and displacing the sedi-
ments and building a “reef-like” atoll and shaping the Capitan Limestone.

The complex laminae of alternating anhydrite (CaSO4) and calcite (CaCO3) in the Castile Formation might have resulted from in situ 
crystallization from the melt. The crystallization into 210,000 couplets is prescribed and controlled by forces at the molecular level similar 
to traditional layered igneous intrusions. The overlying Salado and Rustler Formation may have crystallized from the residual molten salt 
mixture that filled the Greater Permian Basin. In these layers, mainly salts of lower density like halite (NaCl) and sylvite (KCl) are found.

Oil maturation is possibly assisted by the residual heat from the injected molten igneous salt. Afterwards, the oil likely migrated upward to 
the reservoirs in the Permian Basin and provided dark organic material in the calcite layers in the Castile Formation. 
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